REGILDING THE CRESCENT
form about one-half of the population of Turkey
in Europe, and of these the Turks proper do not
far exceed 700,000. In Turkey in Asia, on the
other hand, the Mohammedans form more than
two-thirds of the total population, being in the
minority only in the Lebanon, where they num-
ber only 30,400 against 319,300 Christians and
49,800 Jews.
Something has been said of religious tolerance
in Turkey. The Government recognises nine
sects: Latins, Greeks, Bulgarians, Armenians,
Syrians (and United Chaldeans), Maronites,
Protestants, Jews and Nestorians, or Assyrian
Christians.
Of the great cities, one only, Constantinople
(with its suburbs), has over a million inhabit-
ants; Damascus has 250,000, Smyrna 201,000,
and Aleppo 200,000.
It is not proposed to devote much space to
the actual machinery of government in the
Turkish Empire, for, with the changes coming
over the country, more of the subject is daily
acquiring only historic interest. With a brief
interlude of popular government (1876-8), Turkey
was always an absolute monarchy, although
the law of Sheri'at expressly provides for a
popular iorm of government. This was re-
peatedly brought to the notice of the ex-Sultan
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